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WRIT GRANTED FOR LIMITED PURPOSE

In this pro se writ application, relator, Keith Johnson, seeks mandamus relief
to order the district court to rule on his “Notice of Intent to Apply for Writs and
Request for Return Date” filed on June 16, 2026 in the 24™ Judicial District Court.

On July 6, 2026, relator filed a writ of mandamus with this Court. In it, relator
avers that the district court has not acted on his notice of intent. According to relator,
he filed his notice of intent on June 8, 2026, following the district court’s May 26,
2026 ruling denying his application for post-conviction relief. In support of his

claim, relator included an unstamped copy of his notice of intent, signed and dated

! Relator avers that the notice of intent was filed on June 8, 2026. However, it appears from a
review of the filings in this matter that the notice was filed with the district court on June 16, 2026.



June 8, 2026. However, according to a record of filings in this matter, relator’s notice
of intent was filed with the district court on June 16, 2026. There is no evidence that
the 24™ Judicial District Court has ruled on relator’s notice of intent.

As an initial matter, it appears that less than 30 days had elapsed when
relator’s writ of mandamus, postmarked July 6, 2026, was filed with this Court.
Generally, this Court does not consider writ of mandamus without affording the
district court a reasonable opportunity, typically 30 days from the date of filing the
motion, to act. See, e.g., State v. Monterroso, 21-K-650 (La. App. 5 Cir. 10/29/21).
However, relator’s mandamus request now appears to be only a few days shy of the
30-day period. State v. Honor, 25-KH-124 (La. App. 5 Cir. 4/15/25), presented
similar facts (a writ of mandamus ordering a district court to rule on a motion to
quash), and this Court granted relator’s writ for the limited purpose of ordering the
district court to review the record and determine if it had ruled upon the notice of
intent to apply for writs. We will do the same here.

We grant relator’s writ of mandamus for the limited purpose of ordering the
district court to review the record to determine if it has ruled upon the Notice of
Intent to Apply for Writs and Request for Return Date filed on or around June 16,
2026 in the 24" Judicial District Court, and if not, to rule upon the Notice of Intent
within ten days of this writ disposition. We further order the district court to serve a
copy of its ruling on this Court and relator.

Gretna, Louisiana, this 1st day of September, 2026.
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